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To the Ocean. 
And those who make it.



Prelude 

Tell me about the sea. 
Tell me about boats, drawing the shape of the keels with your hands as if 
to caress them. 
Tell me about shrouds, halyards, shrouds… 

Picture 1 Ocean making (photo Giuseppe Lupinacci)
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x PRELUDE

Tell me about sails that grip the wind, the rigging that directs their 
movement, tension, power. 
In the wrinkles of the face let me guess the stubbornness of the sun beyond 
the leech. 

And of waves. Tell me about the waves! 
Of their impetuosity in the sea turbulence with shining eyes and irreverent 
smile - of how the sea enters you, your skin absorbs its taste and cracks 
with saltiness. 
Of the majestic and fierce waves when they break and the ocean over-
whelms you and exhausts you, takes your breath away and blurs the 
space. 

Tell me about the crossings you have made and those still to be made. 
Let me imagine the air of the monsoons in the Indian Ocean, the color of 
a storm, the boredom of a calm… 
What shape do the clouds torn by the Trade Winds have? 
What is the blue of the sea farthest from the lands you have explored? 
And what is the sound of the Roaring Forties beyond the Great Capes? 

Tell me about the ropes that flay the hands, the noise of the rigging in the 
storms…. 
Tell me about torn sails and timeless days, of mountains of water that lift 
the bow, of the unknown life that swarms under the blue to the lightless 
depths…. 
Tell me about the stench of the ocean, of the tangle of seaweed in the 
Sargasso Sea, of the swirling currents in the Bay of Biscay, of the thousand 
routes between the Southern Cross and the North Star. 
And dream me about the sea in winter! When the water becomes crystal 
and the wind cuts like a blade. 

I could listen for hours to talk about the sea. 
As it comes, like a whirlwind… without searching for words – alone, with a 
liquid and restless passion. Whisper to me the silences, the infinite pauses, 
the wearing quiet of the Ocean. 
And then its physical exuberance in which everything becomes real. Even 
better than real.



PRELUDE xi

And let the other hundreds of questions drown in the abysses that the 
word cannot tell. (Picture 1) 

Chiara CertomàTurin, Italy



Contents 

Part I Thinking the Ocean 

1 The sea, above all 3 
Chiara Certomà 

2 Building Relationships and Networking for Marine 
Social Sciences 23 
Emma McKinley 

3 “Il mare unisce ciò che la terra divide” 41 
Enrico Squarcina 

4 Thinking-with the Sea’s Turbulent Materiality: 
Trans-Oceanic Figurations, Blue Kinships and Liquid 
Futures in Lagoon by Nnedi Okorafor 55 
Gabriella Palermo 

5 Plastisphere in Chthulucene. “Staying 
with the Problem” in Oceanic Natureculture 
Assemblages 71 
Chiara Certomà and Federico Fornaro 

6 An Intimate Connection: Society and the Ocean 
in Water Photography 89 
Giuseppe Lupinacci

xiii



xiv CONTENTS

Part II Making the Ocean 

7 Citizen Science and Ocean Literacy: Bridging the Gap 
Between Society and the Ocean 101 
Stephen Parkinson, Sasha Marie Woods, James Sprinks, 
Bianca Cruz, Kaushiki Das, Anna Witter, Gennadi Lessin, 
Dori Edelist, Dror Angel, and Luigi Ceccaroni 

8 Connecting People and the Ocean Through Street Art 
and Citizen Science 123 
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